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ANNUAL  report  of  the  medical  officer  of  health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ripley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state 
of  the  public  health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1954. 

During  the  first  five  months  of  the  year,  Dr.  R.  A.  Ryan  held 
office  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  it  was  my  privilege  to 
succeed  him  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  new  arrangement,  whereby  your  area  shares  the  services 
of  one  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  two  other  areas,  and  with 
the  County  Health  Department,  has  been  an  important  change 
in  the  year,  requiring  much  re-organisation  of  the  department  and 
the  solution  of  many  problems  of  administration  concerning  the 
distribution  of  work  between  two  offices,  one  in  the  town  of 
Ripley  and  the  other  in  Alfreton.  Generally  speaking,  all  matter 
of  office  administration  relating  to  infectious  disease,  mortality 
and  morbidity  are  dealt  with  at  the  new  office  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  Alfreton,  while  relevant  matters  of  Sanitary 
Administration  are  de.alt  with  at  the  original  public  health  de¬ 
partment  in  the  town.  The  aim  has  been  to  disturb  the  existing 
framework  as  little  as  possible,  at  least,  in  the  present  early 
stages,  so  that,  by  making  gradual  modifications  in  the  light  of 
experience,  a  stable  and  efficient  public  health  service  will 
emerge. 

The  year  1954  has  also  been  important  in  that  certain  new 
legislation  has  come  into  force.  I  refer  to  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  which  is  an  Act  for  the  clearing  of  slums 
and  resuscitation  of  useful  units  of  accommodation;  to  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954,  which  places  responsibility  for  licens¬ 
ing  of  slaughterhouses  and  inspection  of  meat  therein  on  the 
Local  Authority,  requiring  much  evening  and  week-end  work  by 
your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector;  and  to  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council  Act,  1954,  which  will  not,  however,  show  its  real  impact 
on  Public  Health  legislation  until  1955. 

Details  of  the  health  of  the  people  of  the  Urban  District 
during  1954  are  set  out  in  my  report,  with  appropriate  explana¬ 
tions  and  comments. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has,  at  my  request,  presented 
a  detailed  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the 
sanitary  department. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  support  and  encouragement  which  they  have 
given  me  during  the  year,  and  also  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  loyal  and  enthusiastic  service. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEXANDER  LAURIE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1.  General  Statistics. 

Area  in  Acres .  ...  ...  . .  .  5,411 

Population  (Estimated)  ...  .  ...  18,050 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  .  5,798 

Number  of  Families  (1951  Census) .  5,432 

Rateable  Value  .  . .  . .  ...  £101,242 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £380 

Population  per  Acre  ...  ...  ...  .  3.34 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Births— 

Live  Births  registered . .  . .  ...  248 

Still  Births  registered . .  .  . .  ...  6 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  13.74 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Comparibility  Factor  =  1.01)  13.88 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  . ,  15.2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still)  23.62 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  24 

Deaths — 

Deaths  registered  . .  .  217 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  .  12.02 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  =  1.06)  12.74 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  .  11.3 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion)  — 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  ...  .  .  — 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales .  0.69 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age)  . .  10 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  .  40.32 

Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  .  25.5 

Infant  Deaths  (Legitimate)  under  1  year  of  age  ...  10 

Infant  Mortality  (Legitimate)  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Live  Births  . .  . ,  ...  ...  42.37 

Infant  Deaths  (Illegitimate)  under  1  year  of  age  ...  — 

Infant  Mortality  (Illegitimate)  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births  .  ...  .  — 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age)  .  8 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  . .  32.26 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  17.7 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  .  0.111 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  ...  0.160 

Tuberculosis,  other  Forms  . .  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis,  other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  0.019 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  ...  .  0.222 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and  Wales  0.369 

Cancer,  other  Forms  .  1.219 

Cancer,  other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  .  1.666 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population. 

The  estimated  population  for  1954  was  18,050,  which  is  an  in¬ 
crease  of  80  over  that  of  the  preceding  year,  when  the  estimated 
population  was  17,970.  The  population  at  the  1951  census  was 
18,192.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  that  is,  the  in¬ 
crease  of  births  over  deaths  for  1954  was  31. 

Births. 

There  were  248  live  births  and  6  still  births  registered  in  the 
year. 

The  birth  rate  calculated  as  the  number  of  births  per  1,000 
of  the  population  was  13.74.  The  rate  for  1953  was  16.11.  The 
adjusted  rate  was  13.88  compared  with  a  rate  of  15.2  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  still  birth  rate  assessed  as  a  rate  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births  was  23.62  against  the  figure  of  24.0  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales.  Table  1  gives  details  of  births  and  still  births 
in  respect  of  sex  and  legitimacy. 

Deaths. 

The  crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  12.02 
compared  with  9.08  in  1953.  The  adjusted  death  rate  of  12.74 
compares  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  of  11.3. 

The  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  217,  117  of  whom  were 
males  and  100  females.  This  preponderance  of  males  over 
females  is  quite  usual.  It  is  also  known  that  the  very  young  and 
the  old  die  more  readily  than  those  of  the  intermediate  groups. 
It  is  therefore  apparent  that  the  death  rate  of  a  particular  com¬ 
munity  will  depend  not  only  on  the  healthiness  of  the  environ¬ 
ment,  but  also  on  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  that  community. 
Where  a  comparison  of  the  death  rate  of  a  community  is  made 
with  that  of  England  and  Wales  or  of  other  communities,  it  is 
desirable  to  remove  the  influence  of  the  age  and  sex  structure  of 
the  community  before  doing  so  and  to  make  an  approximate 
allowance  for  the  way  in  which  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 
local  population  differs  from  that  of  England  and  Wales  or  an¬ 
other  community.  To  do  this,  the  ordinary  or  crude  death  rate 
and  also  the  crude  birth  rate  may  be  multiplied  by  an  appro¬ 
priate  comparability  factor,  and  when  so  adjusted,  the  rates  are 
then  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or 
with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  other  community. 

The  comparability  factor  for  Ripley  in  respect  of  deaths  is 
1.06,  and  so  the  adjusted  rate  is  12.74,  which  is  then  comparable 
with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  11.3.  A  comparability 
factor  of  over  one  indicates  that  the  sex  and  age  component  of 
the  local  population  in  itself  tends  to  favour  a  low  crude  death 
rate. 

Tables  are  presented  in  the  report  showing  Infant  Deaths 
(Table  2)  and  the  various  birth  and  death  rates  with  a  com¬ 
parison  of  those  rates  with  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  Ripley 
from  1944  to  1954  (Table  3). 
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Death  from  Individual  Diseases. 

The  two  main  diseases  from  which  people  died  were  those  of 
the  circulatory  system  and  cancer.  Of  the  total  deaths  217,  119 
were  due  to  disease  of  the  circulatory  system,  including  heart 
disease,  and  of  these,  34  deaths  were  caused  by  coronary  disease 
or  angina  of  the  heart,  a  disease  usually  associated  with  a  high 
standard  of  living  of  the  community.  Thirty-six  deaths  were 
due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system,  more  commonly 
known  as  strokes.  Cancer  in  all  its  forms  was  responsible  for 
26  deaths.  Cancer  and  strokes  more  often  occurred  in  the  older 
members  of  the  community,  and  while  it  is  unlikely  we  shall  see 
a  dramatic  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  attributable  to  the 
latter,  that  is,  cerebral  vascular  disease  in  the  near  future,  there 
is  always  the  bright  hope  that  a  method  of  prevention  or  cure 
for  cancer  other  than  surgery  will  be  found;  nevertheless,  where 
cancer  is  diagnosed  early  in  its  development,  surgery  and  related 
methods  of  treatment  hold  out  much  promise  of  success.  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  dealt  with  elsewhere  in  the  report,  but  it  is  noted  here 
that  2  deaths  were  recorded.  Fourteen  deaths  were  due  to  Pneu¬ 
monia  and  Bronchitis,  and  only  1  death  resulted  from  all  other 
infectious  disease. 

There  were  2  suicides  in  the  Urban  District  in  1954.  Causes 
of  death  being  carbon  monoxide  poisoning.  Ten  accidental  deaths 
were  recorded,  1  of  these  being  a  motor  vehicle  accident. 

A  detailed  list  of  causes  of  death  and  numbers  involved  is 
given  in  Table  4. 

Infant  Mortality. 

A  total  number  of  10  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  year,  giv¬ 
ing  a  rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  40.32.  This  is  higher  than  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales,  25.5.  Of  the  10  deaths,  8  occurred 
in  babies  under  4  weeks  of  age.  The  infant  death  rate  for  the 
whole  country  has  progressively  diminished  with  the  rise  in  the 
standard  of  living,  but  the  deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of 
age,  that  is,  the  neonatal  deaths,  represent  a  hard  core  which 
has  not  shown  the  dramatic  reduction  of  the  infant  death  rate. 
Infants  dying  after  the  age  of  4  weeks  generally  do  so  from  some 
disease,  and  the  advances  made  in  medical  treatment,  combined 
with  a  much  improved  social  background,  has  reduced  the  risk 
of  their  jlying.  Babies  dying  under  the  age  of  4  weeks  usually 
do  so  not  because  of  infection,  but  of  some  weakening  condition 
resulting  from  prematurity,  birth  injury  or  some  abnormality  of 
pregnancy,  and  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  such  deaths  lies 
in  the  ante  natal  care  of  the  mother  and  of  the  newly-born  child, 
and  in  further  research  into  the  causes  of  prematurity  and  con¬ 
genital  malformations.  Great  advances  have  already  been  made 
in  these  fields  of  medicine  and  we  may  expect  a  steady  reduction 
in  the  neonatal  death  rate  as  time  goes  on. 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  deaths  occurred  in  mothers 
from  child  birth  and  is  a  tribute  to  our  maternity  medical  ser¬ 
vices,  including  the  general  medical  practitioners. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Seven  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1954, 
and  figures  for  comparison  in  the  years  1944  to  1954  are  given 
(Tables  5  and  6).  There  has  been  little  reduction  in  the  number 
of  cases  notified  during  those  years,  but  this  is  partly  due  to  the 
much  improved  methods  of  diagnosis,  and  particularly  the  care¬ 
ful  search  carried  out  by  the  Tuberculosis  services  to  discover 
cases  of  tuberculosis  which  might  exist  among  contacts  of 
patients,  and  also  the  examination  of  the  general  public  in  the 
course  of  surveys  made  by  the  mass  miniature  radiography  units. 
Fewer  deaths  are  resulting  from  this  disease,  but  treatment  is 
still  time-consuming  and  makes  the  illness  a  serious  one  to  the 
community,  affecting  as  it  does  the  younger  age  groups,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  persons  of  adolescent  or  early  middle  age.  Of  the  7 
cases  notified,  6  were  persons  of  working  age.  More  females 
were  affected  than  males,  but  generally  speaking  both  sexes  are 
equally  prone. 

Of  the  other  infectious  diseases,  180  notifications  were  re¬ 
ceived  and  tables  are  set  out  to  show  the  age  and  seasonal  inci¬ 
dence  and  occurrence  and  admissions  to  hospital.  Whooping 
Cough,  which  is  now  coming  to  the  fore  as  an  important  infec¬ 
tious  disease  of  early  childhood,  was  responsible  for  59  notifica¬ 
tions.  Dysentery  was  reported  in  1  case  and  2  cases  of  puerperal 
pyrexia  occurred. 

On  reference  to  the  table  showing  the  age  group  distribution 
of  the  infectious  diseases,  Table  7,  the  expected  pattern  emerges. 
The  common  infections  affect  mostly  the  young  child,  rising  to 
a  peak  at  an  age  when  the  child  leaves  the  comparative  immunity 
of  his  home  to  enter  school.  Table  8,  showing  seasonal  incidence, 
reveals  that  the  peak  months  for  infectious  disease  were  January, 
May  and  December,  but  those  peaks  were  mainly  due  to  pneu¬ 
monia.  Pneumonia  occurred  most  frequently  in  January  and 
December,  with  an  additional  peak  in  May.  Whooping  Cough 
most  frequently  occurred  in  January  and  May,  and  Scarlet  Fever 
in  the  winter  months.  Tuberculosis  showed  little  fluctuation  in 
seasonal  incidence. 

Admissions  to  hospital  were  few  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
infectious  diseases  notified,  and  is  an  indication  of  the  advances 
made  in  the  treatment  which  allow  even  severe  cases  to  be 
nursed  at  home. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year.  Im¬ 
munisation  against  Diphtheria  is  still  the  major  weapon  in  the 
control  of  the  disease.  A  table  is  given  showing  the  number  of 
children  immunised  in  the  Urban  District  in  1954. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIONS. 
PRIMARY  IMMUNISATIONS  ONLY. 


Age. 

Under  1  year 

1  . 

2  . 

3  . 

4  . 

5-9  . 

10-14 


Number 

4 

102 

29 

21 

1 

5 


Total 


162 


TABLE  1. 
INFANT  BIRTHS. 


Infant  Births 

Live  . 

Still  . 

M. 

118 

5 

Legitimate 

F.  Total 

118  236 

1  6 

M. 

8 

0 

Illegitimate 

F. 

4 

0 

Total 

12 

0 

TABLE  2. 

INFANT 

DEATHS. 

* 

Infant  Deaths 

M. 

Legitimate 

F.  Total 

M. 

Illegitimate 

F. 

Total 

Under  1  year  of 
age  ...  ... 

4 

6 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Under  4  weeks 
of  age 

4 

4 

8 

0 

0 

0 

TABLE  3. 

RATES:  COMPARATIVE  TABLES,  1944-1954. 
Births  and  Deaths:  Maternal  and  Infant  Mortality. 

Maternal  Infant 


Year 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Mortality- 

Rate 

Mortality 

Rate 

1944 

.  21.10 

10.34 

— 

38.25 

1945 

.  18.44 

10.26 

3.07 

38.58 

1946 

.  20.98 

10.18 

2.66 

46.32 

1947 

.  21.44 

11.51 

— 

42.11 

1948 

.  16.57 

10.29 

— 

50 

1949 

.  16.2 

10.21 

— 

24 

1950 

.  16.1 

9.8 

3.42 

24.6 

1951 

.  16.2 

12.5 

— 

31.7 

1952 

...  . .  15.0 

11.5 

— 

42.0 

1953 

.  16.11 

9.08 

— 

18.1 

1954 

.  13.74 

12.02 

-r— 

40.32 

8 


TABLE  4. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. — Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

1 

1 

2 

2. — Tuberculosis,  Other  ...  . . 

— 

— 

— 

3. — Syphilitic  Disease  . 

— 

— 

— 

4. — Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

5. — Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

6. — Meningococcal  Infections  . 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . ,  . 

— 

— < 

— 

8. — Measles  ...  . .  . 

— 

— 

— 

9. — Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

■ — 

1 

1 

10. — Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . . 

4 

1 

5 

11. —  „  „  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

4 

— 

4 

12. —  „  „  Breast  . 

— 

— - 

— 

13. —  „  „  Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

14. — Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

9 

6 

15 

15. — Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . , 

1 

0 

1 

16. — Diabetes  . .  . 

1 

1 

2 

17. — Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

21 

15 

36 

18. — Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  . 

19 

15 

34 

19. — Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease . 

3 

— 

3 

20. — Other  Heart  Disease . . 

14 

20 

34 

21. — Other  Circulatory  Disease  . . 

4 

8 

12 

22. — Influenza  . .  . 

— 

— 

— 

23. — Pneumonia  ...  . 

2 

5 

7 

24. — Bronchitis  . 

5 

2 

7 

25. — Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

26. — Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

1 

— 

1 

27. — Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea . 

— 

— - 

- — 

28. — Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

1 

2 

3 

29. — Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30. — Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. — Congenital  Malformations  ... 

1 

3 

4 

32. — Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  ... 

15 

12 

27 

33. — Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

1 

— 

1 

34. — All  Other  Accidents . , 

6 

3 

9 

35. — Suicide  ...  . 

— 

2 

2 

36. — Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

1 

— 

1 

All  Causes  . 

117 

100 

217 
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TABLE  1 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1954:  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY. 


New 

Cases 

Non- 

A,ge  Periods 

Respiratory 

respiratory 

Under  1 

year  . . . 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

•  . 

— 

— 

— —  — 

5 

— 

1 

1  — 

10 

.  ...  ... 

— 

— 

1  1 

15 

...  ... 

1 

3 

—  — 

25 

...  ... 

1 

— 

—  — 

45 

...  ... 

1 

— 

- —  — — 

65  and 

upwards 

— 

— 

— „  — 

Deaths 

Non- 

Reapii’atory  respiratory 


1 


1 


Total  ...  3  4  2 


110  0 


TABLE  6. 

CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED,  1944  1954. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Total 

—  -  j 

N  o  n  -  P  ul  monar  y 
M.  F. 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

1944 

.  ...  6 

5 

11 

1 

1 

2 

13 

1945 

...  .  8 

2 

10 

2 

1 

3 

13 

1946 

.  6 

5 

11 

0 

1 

1 

12 

1947 

.  7 

3 

10 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1948 

...  ...  ...  7 

5 

12 

2 

2 

4 

16 

1949 

.  8 

3 

11 

1 

0 

1 

12 

1950 

.  6 

3 

9 

2 

1 

3 

12 

1951 

. .  ...  9 

7 

16 

1 

2 

3 

19 

1952 

...  .  5 

7 

12 

0 

1 

1 

13 

1953 

.  5 

3 

8 

0 

0 

0 

8 

1954 

...  ...  ...  3 

4 

7 

2 

1 

3 

10 

10 
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Neonatorum 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Para-Typhoid  . 

Food  Poisoning  . 

Dysentery  . 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  clinic  material,  water,  milk,  etc.,  is  car¬ 
ried  out  by  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory.  The  following 
table  shows  the  results  of  examinations  carried  out  at  the  labor¬ 
atory  during  the  year  1954:— 


C.diphtheriae  ...  . 

Vincent’s  Angina  Organisms  ... 
Haemolytic  Streptococci 
Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 
’"Ice  Cream,  Methylene  Blue  Test 
Milk: — 

^Methylene  Blue  Test 
^Phosphatase  Test 
Tubercle  Bacilli,  Biological 
Clinic  Specimens 


Positive  Negative  Total 


Test 


— 

11 

11 

1 

8 

9 

9 

12 

21 

— 

17 

17 

— 

13 

13 

1 

38 

39 

— 

42 

42 

— 

12 

12 

8 

34 

42 

19 

187 

206 

^Positive — Unsatisfactory. 
Negative — Satisfactory. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 

Hospitals. 

(a)  General:  For  accident  and  medical  cases  where  home 
nursing  not  available — The  Ripley  and  District  Hospital  (con¬ 
trolled  by  Derby  No.  2  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the 
Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board). 

(b)  Maternity:  No  maternity  accommodation  available  in 
the  area.  Arrangements  made  by  medical  practitioners  through 
the  Derby  No.  2  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Three 
County  Midwives  are  available  in  the  district. 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases:  Arrangements  are  made  at  the  Der¬ 
went  Hospital. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  new  County  Ambulance  Station  at  Ivy  Grove,  Ripley, 
came  into  operation  in  April,  1955.  This  station  deals  with  all 
requirements  for  Ripley  and  adjoining  areas.  Telephone  Number: 
Ripley  75. 

Ambulance  facilities  are  arranged  by  Medical  Practitioners 
and  Health  Service  Officers  as  and  when  required. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Ante-Natal  Clinic:  At  Ripley  Hospital  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Fridays  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

(b)  Infant  Welfare  Centres:  (1)  At  the  Old  Schools,  Outram 
Street,  each  Monday  from  9.0  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and  from  1.30  p.m. 
to  4.0  p.m.  (2)  At  the  Bethel  Chapel,  Marehay,  each  Wednesday 
from  9.0  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  (3)  At  the  Methodist  Church,  Amber- 
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gate,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Mondays  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to 
4.0  p.m.  (4)  At  the  Church  School,  Parish  Church,  Heage,  on 
the  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4.0 
p.m. 

(c)  School  Clinic:  A  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Ripley  County  Infants’  School  on  the  3rd  Thursday  morning  in 
the  month.  A  School  Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance. 

(d)  Chest  Clinic:  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  from  the  area  are  put 
under  medical  supervision  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Grange  Street, 
Alfreton.  Open  each  Tuesday  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and 
on  Fridays  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  Facilities  for  radio- 
graphic  examination  are  available  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  County 
Offices  Yard,  St.  Mary’s  Gate,  Derby. 

(e)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic:  At  the  Derbyshire  Royal  In¬ 
firmary,  Derby,  on  the  following  days  and  hours: — 

Males  Females 

Monday,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  Monday,  3  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Tuesday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  Thursday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12 

Wednesday,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  noon  and  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Saturday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Children:  Friday,  10.30  a.m.  to  11.0  a.m. 

General  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Service  now  administered  by  the  Derbyshire  County  Council, 
being  the  local  health  authority  for  the  National  Health  Service. 
Three  Home  Nurses  are  available  for  service  in  the  district. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 
Part  I.  of  the  Act. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Premises  Register 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities  ...  ...  . .  ...  1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ...  . .95 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’ 

premises  ...  .  3 


Number  erf 

Occupiers 
In-  Written  prose- 

spec  tio  ns  notices  cuted 


2 


46  1 


Total  .  99  48  1 
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2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

(S.1)  -  -  -  - 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  —  —  —  — 

Unreasonable  temper¬ 
ature  (S.3)  —  —  —  — 

Inadequate  ventila¬ 
tion  (S.4)  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — -  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.Q^  —  —  — 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  —  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  ...  1  1  — 1  — 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  ...  —  —  —  — 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating 

to  outwork)  . —  —  —  * — 


Total  .  1  1 


Part  VIII.  of  the  Act. 

Outwork. 

No.  of 
cases  of 
No.  of  default  in 
outworkers  sending 
in  list 

August  to  the  Notices 
Nature  of  Work  list  Council  served 

Wearing  Apparel — Making,  etc.  1  —  — 

Lace,  Lace  Curtains  and  Nets  —  —  — 

Nets,  other  than  Wire  Nets  ...  —  —  — 

Others  ...  —  —  — 


Total  .  1 


Number 

of 

cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 
in¬ 
stituted 


Prosecu¬ 

tions 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  annual  report  for  your 
consideration.  This  follows  the  general  lines  of  previous  years 
and  comment  has  been  made  where  necessary  under  the  various 
headings  herein. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  came  into  opera¬ 
tion  in  August,  and  with  it  the  formulation  of  a  policy  in  relation 
to  slum  clearance,  along  with  duties  concerning  the  issue  of 
certificates  of  disrepair  and  investigation  of  proposals  for  im¬ 
provement  grants.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  assess  the  full  value  of 
this  Act,  but  certainly  the  way  has  been  made  clear  for  some 
solid  progress  in  this  field  of  housing  work. 

An  additional  item  appears  in  the  report  relating  to  the 
inspection  of  meat,  a  duty  which  comnienced  with  the  de-control 
of  meat  supplies  in  July.  The  table  in  this  item  shows  that  one 
hundred  per  cent,  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  was  carried  out.  The  Council  is  aware,  from  my  monthly 
reports,  that  such  service  was  not  performed  without  difficulty 
and  inspection  outside  normal  hours  of  duty.  One  factor  emerges 
from  full  inspection  in  that  I  can  state  that  the  quality  of  all  food 
animals  slaughtered  was  good. 

I  have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and  the  officers 
of  all  departments  for  their  kind  assistance  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  BAMFORD, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


The  following  two  tables  represent  the  day-to-day  work  of 
the  department  in  maintaining  the  standards  of  environmental 
hygiene  now  enjoyed  and  in  bringing  about  improvement  where- 
ever  possible. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  complaints  were  registered 
during  the  year  under  the  various  headings.  An  effort  is  always 
made  to  remedy  the  cause  of  any  justifiable  complaint  speedily 
and  preferably  by  informal  action. 


Area  of  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,411  Acres 

Population  .  .  ...  18,050 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  .  5,798 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  1954: — 


By  Local  Authority  ... 
By  Private  Enterprise 


Bakehouses  . 

Canal  Boats  ...  . . 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 
Dairies  . . 

Factories  . . 

Workplaces  ...  . 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
Ice-Cream  Premises  .... 

Market  Stalls . 

Milk  Distributors 
Moveable  Dwellings: 

(a)  Sites  . . 

(b)  Dwellings  . 

Offensive  Trades  . 

Outworkers  . 

Preserved  Food  Stores 

Retail  Shops  . 

Slaughterhouses  (6  licensed) 

Knackers’  Yards  . 

Swimming  Baths  . 


60 

32 


No.  on 

Increase  or 

Inspections 

Register 

Decrease 

Made 

9 

- - - 

5 

2 

— 

7 

96  | 
129  ( 

Decrease  of  1 

48 

1 

— 

2 

58 

Increase  of  3 

17 

70 

Decrease  of  4 

21 

12 

Increase  of  1 

2 

■  -  - 

— ■ 

16 

22 

Decrease  of  3 

49 

1 

Increase  of  1 

1 

88 

Increase  of  13 

■ — 

17 

— 

72 

373 

— . 

45 

16 

— 

41 

17 


Defective  Privies,  Pail  Closets  and 

I  nspec  - 
tiorua 
mads 

Notices 

served 

Informal  Legal 

Nuis¬ 

ances 

Abated 

Ashpits  ...  ...  . .  . .  k 

15 

6 

— 

3 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s  ... 

8 

4 

— ■ 

3 

Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  into  W.C.’s 

91 

44 

- — 

18 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  Pails  ... 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

Defective  Water  Closets  . 

40 

26 

— 

13 

Provision  of  Additional  Water  Closets 

10 

2 

— — 

— 

Provision  of  Portable  Ashbins . 

67 

13 

— 

63 

Dirty  Closets  . .  . 

8 

1 

— 

1 

No  Disconnection  of  Waste  Pipe 
Defective  Waste  Pipe,  Traps,  Inlets, 

3 

— — 

— 

— 

Drains  . 

79 

13 

— 

9 

Drains  Obstructed  . 

50 

22 

— 

20 

Paving  of  Courts  and  Yards . 

20 

2 

1 

1 

Roofs,  Eaves-spouts  and  Down-spouts  134 

76 

7 

23 

Sinks  ...  . 

14 

3 

— 

— 

Insufficient  Ventilation  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Windows  . .  . 

46 

19 

3 

6 

Dampness  ...  ....  . 

144 

36 

1 

11 

Water  in  Cellars . 

34 

5 

— 

6 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  . 

19 

9 

— 

9 

Overcrowding  . 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses . 

66 

4 

— 

3 

Offensive  Accumulations  . 

25 

1 

— 

1 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  ...  ... 

5 

2 

— - 

— 

Pigsties  . ,  . .  ... 

9 

4 

• — 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances  . 

15 

9 

— 

3 

Urinals  . 

11 

3 

— 

1 

Insect  Infestations  . 

31 

— 

— 

12 

Nuisances  not  specified  above  ...  ... 

543 

123 

6 

69 

Totals . 1,510 

427 

18 

276 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  involved  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  drainage  faults  arising  through  colkery  subsidence, 
particularly  in  the  Waingroves  and'Heage  Road  areas.  By  close 
co-operation  with  officials  of  the  National  Coal  Board  it  has  been 
possible  to  renew  fractured  drains  to  private  houses  with  the 
minimum  delay.  The  question  of  the  replacement  of  lengths  of 
public  sewer  is  another  matter  and  the  costs  to  be  involved  in  due 
course  cause  the  Council  grave  concern  along  with  many  other 
authorities  in  mining  areas. 

W.C.  Conversions* 

The  Council’s  grant  of  £10  or  half  the  cost,  whichever  is  the 
lesser,  towards  the  provision  of  water  closets  has  continued.  The 
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rate  of  conversion  of  the  abominations  known  as  pail  and  privy 
closets  continues  to  fall  and  it  is  a  bad  thing  to  have  to  state  that 
some  of  these  continue  in  use  in  the  town  area.  No  one  likes  the 
word  “  compulsion,”  but  here,  I  suggest,  in  the  interests  of  health 
and  even  happiness,  powers  of  conversion  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  should  be  considered.  After  eight  years  of  endeavour, 
during  which  451  conversions  have  been  completed,  the  hardcore 
of  resistance  to  my  repeated  appeals  to  landlords  has  been 
reached  and  progress  will  continue  slowly. 

Waste  Water 


Accommodation  at 

W.C.’s 

31/12/54  5,315 

Pails 

457 

Privies  Closets 
26  — 

Total 

5,798 

Closets  converted 
1954  . 

during 

26 

3  — 

29 

Total  Conversions 
Schemes 

under 

1,467 

262  8 

1,737 

Provision  of  Dustbins. 

A  nice  new  shining  dustbin  with  its  close  fitting  lid  may  not 
be  a  joy  to  behold,  but  its  usefulness  is  beyond  all  doubt  and  is 
worth  its  weight  in  gold.  Unsung  and  uncared  for  it  soon  fades 
away  until  the  base  from  the  apex  at  last  comes  astray.  It  then 
becomes  a  nuisance  and  ugly  to  the  eye.  Who  shall  replace  it? 
The  landlord  says  “  Not  I.” 

I  must  repeat  a  comment  made  last  year  concerning  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  the  humble  dustbin.  Valuable  time  and  energy  is  spent 
in  securing  the  provision  of  this  vital  piece  of  sanitary  equip¬ 
ment  and  the  rate  of  replacement  is  not  satisfactory.  Section  8 
of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953, 
gives  a  lead  for  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  dustbins  by 
the  local  authority. 

Water  Supply. 

Samples  of  water  supplied  by  the  three  supplying  author¬ 
ities — the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board,  the  Ilkeston  and  Heanor 
Water  Board  and  the  Belper  Urban  District  Council — proved 
satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Water  Supplied  During  the  Year. 

By  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board  .  91,250,000  galls. 

By  the  Ilkeston  and  Heanor  Water  Board .  90,211,000  galls. 

By  the  Belper  Urban  District  Council  .  46,557,000  galls. 

228,018,000  galls. 


Water  consumed  per  head  of  population  per  day:  34.61  galls. 

The  high  rate  of  consumption  is  due  for  the  most  part  to  the 
escape  of  water  from  fractured  mains  and  is  therefore  allied  to 
the  remarks  made  above  concerning  the  effects  of  colliery  subsi¬ 
dence.  The  60,000  gallon  storage  tank  at  Pease  Hill  was  out  of 
action  for  6  months  of  the  year  due  to  the  same  cause  and  direct 
connections  had  to  be  made  to  the  supply  mains. 
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Improvements. — During  the  year  the  3-inch  main  from 
Market  Place  to  Lime  Avenue  was  replaced  by  a  new  4-inch 
main,  a  distance  of  420  yards,  and  similarly  the  3-inch  main  in 
Ivy  Grove  was  replaced  by  a  4-inch  main,  a  distance  of  150  yards. 

Provision  of  Piped  Supply. 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  connected  to  mains 
Number  of  Houses  in  District  supplied  from 

Standpipes  on  Mains  ...  ...  . 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  not  supplied  from 

Standpipes  on  Mains  ...  . .  ...  . 

Number  of  connections  made  during  year: 

(a)  Existing  Houses  . 

(b)  New  Houses  ...  . 

(c)  Other  Premises  ...  . 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

Number  of  inquiries  at  Infected  Houses  .  37 

Number  of  Rooms  Disinfected  .  .  27 

Number  of  Notices  to  Librarians . .  .  14 

Number  of  Library  Books  Disinfected  .  70 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Fifteen  smoke  observations  were  made,  resulting  in  a  suit¬ 
able  remedy  being  found  for  three  installations  causing  smoke 
nuisances.  One  lime  burning  plant  continues  to  cause  annoyance 
and  here  the  remedy  can  only  be  the  complete  renewal  of  the 
plant.  Under  present  conditions  the  co-operation  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  in  minimising  smoke  emission  is  acknowledged. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

Licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  23  moveable  dwellings,  to 

run  concurrently  with  temporary  planning  permissions  granted 
by  the  County  Planning  Department.  Five  of  the  caravans  are 
used  for  summer  holiday  purposes  only  and  the  remainder,  at 
scattered  points  in  the  area,  are  occupied  permanently  as  housing 
accommodation.  A  deputation  from  the  County  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee  visited  the  majority  of  the  sites  during  the  summer  and 
expressed  satisfaction  with  the  location  and  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments. 

A  group  of  15  caravans  which  suddenly  appeared  and  were 
stationed  by  their  owners  at  a  disused  colliery  in  December,  re¬ 
moved  from  the  district  after  court  action  was  taken  against  the 
lessee  of  the  site  in  February,  1955.  A  fine  of  five  pounds  was 
imposed.  It  is  the  flouting  of  the  law  by  caravan  dwellers  who 
pay  little  or  no  regard  to  hygiene  that  leads  to  disrepute  of  what 
is  often  the  only  way  of  life  in  these  days  of  housing  shortage. 


Estimated 

Population 

Involved 

5,785  18,020 

4  10 


9 


20 


2 

92 

10 
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HOUSING. 


Under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  the  Council 
is  required  to  submit  its  slum  clearance  proposals  to  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  by  August,  1955.  Work  on 
the  preliminary  survey  of  the  area  is  well  advanced. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

The  above  Act,  as  its  title  suggests,  lays  down  a  new  code 
of  procedure  for  landlords  and  tenants  concerning  rent  increases 
for  well  maintained  houses.  As  suggested  in  my  foreword,  it  is 
yet  too  early  to  assess  values,  but  certainly  the  expected  spate  of 
applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  has  not  materialised. 
The  official  return  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  for  the  period  30th  August,  1954,  to  31st  March,  1955,  shows 
that  5  applications  were  made  and  certificates  were  granted  by 
the  Council.  For  two  of  these,  application  was  later  made  for 
revocation  of  the  certificates  on  completion  of  the  necessary 
works  and  both  were  granted. 

Improvement  Grants. 

The  Council  has  agreed  to  operate  this  important  part  of  the 
Act  of  1954  which  has  made  the  way  easier  for  applicants  for 
grants  compared  with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 
Up  to  50  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  works  of  improvement  to  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  is  granted.  Whereas  only  four  applications  had  been 
received  by  the  end  of  the  year  a  good  flow  can  and  should  be 
anticipated,  for  the  principle  here  is  sound — to  “  save  ”  older  pro¬ 
perty  from  continuing  decay  and  to  provide  modern  sanitary 
facilities. 

Your  sapitary  officers  are  concerned  in  this  matter  with  the 
giving  of  preliminary  advice  to  applicants,  inspection  of  property 
to  confirm  proposals  and  to  assess  necessary  repairs  which  must 
be  carried  out  concurrently  with  improvement  works  and  to  liase 
with  the  Surveyor  in  the  acceptance  of  competitive  prices  sub¬ 
mitted. 

Housing  Statistics. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  28/54  requests  that  information 
given  shall  be  that  required  under  Article  31  of  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925.  The  table  below  gives  such  in¬ 
formation,  and  combined  with  it  for  fullness  is  information  given 
in  the  return  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . Ill 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  . .  ...  141 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  4 
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Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation . ,  . 107 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  ...  61 

Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

.(a)  By  Owners  ...  . .  . Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . .  ..,  ...  ...  . .  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  . .  . .  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  . .  . .  ...  ...  1 

Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1936) : — 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  the  period: 

Unfit  houses  . ,  . Nil 

Other  houses  .  . Nil 

Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas. 

No.  of  Persons 
Houses  Displaced 

1.  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal 

or  informal  procedure  under  Section  II.  3  8 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 
taking  given  by  the  owners  under  Section 

II.  and  still  in  force  . .Nil  Nil 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12)  ...  Nil  Nil 

2.  Housing  Act,  1949 — 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3  (I)  Nil  Nil 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Clos¬ 
ing  Orders  substituted  under  Section  3  (2)  Nil  Nil 

3.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953 — 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (I)  Nil  Nil 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Statutory  sampling  is  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Derby¬ 
shire  County  Council. 
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Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  County  Analyst,  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information: — 

“  Sixty  samples,  including  14  samples  of  milk,  were  taken 
under  the  above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Ripley  Urban  District 
Council  during  the  year  1954. 

“  One  sample  of  Canned  Peeled  Shrimps  was  discoloured  and 
showed  evidence  of  decomposition.  Further  cans  from  the  same 
stock  were  examined  and  found  to  be  in  a  similar  condition.  The 
remainder  of  the  stock  was  withdrawn  from  sale  and  destroyed. 

“  The  other  samples  on  examination  were  all  found  to  be 
satisfactory.” 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

With  the  de-control  of  meat  supplies  in  July  came  the 
necessity  for  the  licensing  of  private  slaughterhouses,  not  used 
since  1939.  As  a  preliminary  step  the  Council  arranged  meetings 
with  butchers,  farmers  and  other  interested  persons  in  March  and 
April  to  attempt  to  agree  on  the  use  of  a  minimum  number  of  the 
most  suitable  slaughterhouses.  Suitability  was  assessed  on  a 
Minimum  Standard  for  private  slaughterhouses  adopted  by  the 
Council  which  was  based  on  recommendations  made  by  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspectors’  Association. 

The  outcome  was  the  receipt  of  applications  for  the  licensing 
of  seven  slaughterhouses.  Three  of  these  were  agreed  to  subject 
to  all  necessary  improvement  and  repair  works  being  carried 
out.  Four  applications  were  refused  and  appeals  were  made. 
Three  of  these  were  heard  before  the  local  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  on  12th  July,  1954,  when  the  appeals  were  allowed. 
In  view  of  the  decisions  the  Council  agreed  to  withdraw  on  the 
fourth  case  which  had  been  deferred. 

Since  that  time  one  licence  has  been  surrendered  in  favour 
of  a  licence  for  other  premises  owned  by  the  same  applicant  and 
used  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  and  sheep  only.  The  use  of  one 
further  slaughterhouse  has  since  been  discontinued.  An  appli¬ 
cation  received  in  December  for  the  licensing  of  a  slaughterhouse 
in  the  Ambergate  area  was  refused  and  no  appeal  was  made. 

There  are,  therefore,  six  slaughterhouses  in  respect  of  which 
licences  are  in  force.  These  expire  on  1st  July,  1956.  Only  four 
of  these  are  in  regular  use. 

Licensed  Slaughtermen. 

Twenty-nine  slaughtermen  hold  licences  under  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act,  1933,  as  amended  by  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
(Amendment)  Act,  1954.  Licences  must  be  granted  for  one  year 
only  and  specify  the  kinds  of  animals  the  holder  is  licensed  to 
stun  and  the  type  of  instrument  to  be  used. 

Condemnation  of  Food. 

All  meat  condemned  is  stained  green  and  is  disposed  of  to 
approved  manufacturers  of  fertilisers  and  other  by-products.  All 
condemned  tins  and  other  foods  are  collected  and  disposed  of  by 
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burying  at  the  Waingroves  refuse  tip  or  by  burning  in  the  in- 
cinerator  at  that  tip  whenever  possible. 


Total  Weight  (lbs.) 


1,518  Tins  of  Vegetables  (including  Soups) 
564  Tins  of  Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices 
99  Tins  of  Various  Prepared  Meats 
189  Tins  of  Milk  ... 

15  Tins  of  Cream 

45  Tins  of  Fish  ... 

46  Tins  of  Ham  ... 

17  Tins  of  Tongue 
21  Tins  of  Corned  Beef 

1  Tin  of  Sausages 
8  Tins  of  Frozen  Whole  Eggs 

Total  Weight . 


2, 442| 

8064 

104§ 

1794 

54 

16f 

5674 

89J 

1105 

i 

5 

112 


4,4355  lbs. 


Other  Foods. 


Total  Weight  (lbs.) 


Part  Brisket  (English)  (Disposed  of  by 

W.M.S.A.)  . .  . 

Leg  Pork  (English)  (Disposed  of  by  W.M.S.A.) 
Part  Hind  Quarter  Beef  (English)  (Disposed 
of  by  W.M.S.A.)  ...  ...  . 

Part  Hind  Quarter  Beef  (S.  American)  (Dis¬ 
posed  of  by  W.M.S.A.)  ...  . 

Cooked  Ham  . .  . 

Tongue  ...  . .  . 

Sausages  ...  . . 

1  Crate  of  Irish  Rabbits  ...  . 

Headless  Cod  . .  . 

34  Packets  Swiss  Gruyere  Cheese 

Cheese  ...  ...  . .  ... 

21  Baskets  Potatoes  . 

Mixed  Fruit  with  Suet  and  Sugar 

7  Boxes  Tunisian  Dates .  ... 

Jugoslavian  Prunes  (part  boxes) 


10  Trays  of  Italian  Peaches  .. 

3  Cases  of  Pears  . 

Peppermints  (part  packages) 

Biscuits  . 

36  Bottles  Tomato  Ketchup  .. 


Total  Weight . . . 


35 

104 

104 

64 

84 

14 

22 

60 

70 

1284 

5| 

1,386 

20 

34 

554 


100 

132 

94 

23 

204 

2,2594 


Total  weight  condemned:  2  tons,  19  cwts.,  3  qrs.,  3  lbs. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned— July  to  December, 


1954. 


Cattile 

Excluding 

Cows 

Number  killed  (if  known)  94 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  94 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis- 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . .  — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .  9 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 9.57% 

Tuberculosis  only— 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  ...  — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 8 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 8.51% 


Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

74 

4 

526 

232 

74 

4 

526 

232 

10 

12 

3 

13.51%  —  2.28%  1.29%' 


10  —  —  9 

14.86%  —  —  3.88% 


Food  Premises  in  the  Area. 

Number  of 
Premises 

Bakehouses  .  .  . .  9 

Bakers’  Shops  .  . ...  . :  9 

Butchers  . .  ...  ...  20 

Cafes,  Canteens  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dairies  . .  ...  . .  .  .  2 

Fish  Fryers  ...  . .  . ,  ...  ...  16 

Fishmongers  . ,  ...  . .  . ,  ...  4 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  . .  31 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  . .  ...  . .  16 

Ice  Cream  Premises . .  . ,  ...  58 

Licensed  Premises  .  48 


Premises  Registered  under  Section  14. 

Number  of 
Premise® 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice-cream  .  6 

Sale  only  of  Ice-cream  .  .  51 

:  Storage  of  Ice-cream  , .  .  1 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Food  ...  .  17 
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Ice  Cream. 

Three  new  registrations  for  premises  selling  wrapped  ice¬ 
cream  were  granted  during  the  year. 

Eleven  ice-cream  samples  were  submitted  for  examination 
by  the  provisional  methylene  blue  test.  Nine  of  these  were  Grade 
1  and  two  were  Grade  2  and  were  therefore  all  satisfactory.  Two 
samples  of  ice  lollies  were  submitted  for  B.  Coli  examination  and 
were  satisfactory. 


Milk  Supply. 

Samples  submitted  to  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory 
gave  the  following  results: — 

Number  of  Samples 
Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Phosphatase  Test  (adequate  pasteurisa¬ 
tion)  . .  . .  . 12  Nil 

Methylene  Blue  Test  (keeping  quality)  ...  12  Nil 

Biological  Test  (presence  of  tuberculosis)  11  Nil 

In  addition  to  the  above  it  is  known  that  27  samples  were 
taken  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  one  licensed 
pasteurising  establishment  in  the  area.  All  these  samples  satis¬ 
fied  the  phosphatase  test,  only  one  failing  the  methylene  blue 
test. 


The  statutory  registrations  for  the  area  are  as  follows: — 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  of  Milk  . .12 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy 
Farms)  .  2 

Number  of  Licensed  Dealers  in  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk  . .  . .  ...  .  . 12 

Number  of  Licensed  Dealers  in  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  11 


SHOPS  ACT,  195a 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  during  the  year.  Closing 
hours  and  the  posting  of  the  statutory  notices  are  well  observed. 
Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  the  closing  of  the  small 
“mixed”  or  general  stores,  but  has  been  dealt  with  informally. 
The  shops  register  shows  373  shops  in  use  at  31st  December,  1954. 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT, 
1951. 

One  firm  of  upholsterers  is  registered  under  the  Act.  No 
adverse  conditions  were  found. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  following  information  is  extracted  from  the  official  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries  for  the  12  months  ended  31st  March,  1955: — 


* 

i 

Type  of  Property 

2  3 

4 

5 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

incl'. 

Council 

Houses 

AD 

other 

incl. 

Business 

Premises 

Total  oi 
Cols.  1, 

2  &  3 

Agriculture 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  result  of 
(a)  Notification 

26 

16 

42 

(b)  Survey  under 
Act  . 

10 

156 

2 

168 

25 

(c)  Otherwise,  e.g., 
when  visited 

primarily  for 

some  other  pur¬ 
pose  . . 

111 

94 

205 

19 

Total  Inspection  carried 
out,  including  re¬ 
inspections  . 

41 

345 

159 

545 

44 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Sec.  2) 
which  were  found  to 
be  infested  with: 
(a)  Rats — 

Major  . 

1 

1 

Minor  . 

9 

24 

6 

39 

— 

(b)  Mice — 

Major  ...  ... 

_ 

.  . 

1 

1 

. 

Minor  . ,, 

- — 

2 

8 

10 

— 

Total  treatments  carried 
out,  incl.  re-treat¬ 
ments  . 

10 

26 

15 

51 

In  addition,  maintenance  treatments  of  the  Sewerage  systems 
of  the  area  were  carried  out  with  the  following  results: — 


No.  of 

No.  of 
Manholes 

Poison,  Takes 

No 

Manholes 

Baited 

Complete 

Partial 

Takes 

March,  1954  ...  503 

79 

20 

— 

59 

October,  1954  ...  503 

Corresponding  Treatments, 

95 

1953: 

14 

— 

81 

March,  1953  ...  503 

162 

79 

— 

83 

October,  1953  ...  503 

248 

27 

35 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928-1936. 


Duties  in  connection  with  the  storage  of  petroleum  and  car¬ 
bide  of  calcium  were  carried  out  by  this  Department  under  the 
above  Acts.  No  new  installations  were  licensed  during  the  year. 


Total  quantity  of  Petroleum  stored  ...  ... 

No.  of  Licences  issued  to  store  Petroleum 

Total  fees  collected  ...  . .  ... 

Total  quantity  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  stored 
No.  of  Licences  issued  to  store  Carbide  of 

Calcium  . .  ...  ...  . . 

Total  fees  collected  ...  .  . 


49,250  galls. 
60 

£36  15  0 
30  cwts. 

2 

£10  0 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

Every  possible  effort  is  made  to  provide  a  regular  weekly 
collection  of  refuse.  Adequate  well  maintained  vehicles  are 
available  for  this  purpose,  but  labour  is  not.  The  problem  of 
labour,  which  faces  most  local  authorities,  is  well  understood  by 
the  Council  and  needs  no  further  comment  except  to  point  out 
that  I  acknowledge  the  efforts  of  the  regular  staff,  who  saw  to  it 
that  if  collection  was  not  weekly  on  occasions  it  was  always  less 


than  fortnightly. 

The  construction  of  the  new  refuse  disposal  and  salvage 
depot  at  Waingroves  was  carried  on  during  the  year.  Although 
only  direct  labour  within  the  department  was  used  the  work  was 
expensive  and  beset  with  difficulties.  The  disposal  of  flood  water 
from  the  quarry  tipping  site  necessitated  the  laying  of  approxi¬ 
mately  one  hundred  yards  of  nine  inch  drain.  A  contribution 
of  £170  had  to  be  made  towards  the  cost  of  carrying  an  overhead 
supply  of  electricity  to  the  baling  sheds.  Salvage  operations 
were  curtailed  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  and  ceased  when 
the  machinery  was  being  transferred  from  the  old  tipping  site. 
These  few  points,  among  many  others  which  have  involved  ex¬ 
pense  or  loss  of  revenue,  will  be  proved  worthwhile  as  the 
Council  now  possesses  a  tipping  site  and  depot  which  will  serve 
for  many  years. 

Staff. 

The  staff  of  the  Department  is  as  follows: — 

Supervisory  and  Maintenance  Staff:  1  Foreman,  1  Mechanic. 

Refuse  Collection:  3  Drivers,  12  Loaders. 

Refuse  Disposal:  3  Tip  Face  Workers  (1  Driving  Tractor/ 

Bulldozer). 

Salvage  Collection  and  Disposal:  1  Driver  and  Mate,  1  Baling 
Press  Operator. 

Cesspool  and  Nightsoil:  2  Drivers,  1  Collector. 
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Sickness. 

All  staff— total  possible  working  hours:  58,068. 


Sickness  (Paid)  ... 

Time  Lost 

...  3,991 

Percentage 
of  Totail 
Possible  Hours 

6.88% 

Percentage 
for  1953/54 

4.63% 

Sickness  (Unpaid) 

...  1,289 

2.22% 

.49% 

Other  time  lost  ... 

818 

1.41% 

1.02% 

6,098 

10.51% 

6.14% 

Trade  Refuse. 

The  charge  for  the  removal  of  trade  refuse  is  £1  12s.  6d. 
per  bin  per  annum  over  and  above  one  “  free  ”  bin. 

A  charge  of  2s.  6d.  is  made  for  each  load  of  rubbish  brought 
to  the  refuse  tip  for  disposal  by  private  hauliers. 

Collections  and  General  Statistics. 


Number  of  Dustbins  (weekly  collection)  ...  ... 

Number  of  Privies  (collected  when  necessary) 

Number  of  Cesspools  (monthly  service)  . 

Number  of  Pails  (weekly  collection)  . 

Loads  of  Refuse  from  Dustbins  ...  . 

Dustbins  emptied  per  man  per  hour,  incl.  Driver 
Dustbins  emptied  per  man  per  hour,  excl.  Driver 
Premises  cleared  per  man  per  hour,  incl.  Driver 
Premises  cleared  per  man  per  hour,  excl.  Driver 

Loads  from  Privies  ...  . .  ...  ...  ... 

Loads  from  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Loads  of  Nightsoil  . , 

Loads  of  Salvage  (all  forms)  ...  .  ... 

Weight  of  Refuse  collected  per  man  per  day  ... 

Average  haul  to  Disposal  point  ...  . 

Costs. 


Tonnage 


6,236 

« — 

26 

— _ 

155 

— 

462 

— — 

2,961 

5,922 

9.45 

— 

11.81 

— — 

9.62 

— 

12.02 

— 

27 

54 

1,564 

3,910 

209 

522 

594 

446 

— 

2.11 

24 

miles 

All  financial  details  given  are  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1955. 

A  summarised  statement  of  the  total  cost  of  the  various 
cleansing  services  is  given  below:' — 

1953  1954 

£  £  £  £ 


6535 

Wages — Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ... 

7077 

466 

Cesspools  ...  . 

383 

692 

Nightsoil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

776 

50 

Privies  . 

45 

-  7743 

—  8281 

897 

Superannuation  and  Insurances 

907 

3471 

Haulage  . 

3198 

26 

Rents  . 

55 

— 

Establishment  of  New  Tip . 

244 

218 

Sundries  . . 

221 

£12,355 

£12,906 
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EXPENDITURE  ON  MOTOR  LORRIES 
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The  unit  costs  for  various  services 

are  given  below:— 

1952 

1953 

1954 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

For  each  dustbin  emptied  ... 

1 

12 

7 

1 

14 

0 

1 

17 

0 

For  each  privy  emptied  ... 

3 

1 

2 

2 

19 

3 

3 

1 

6 

For  each  pail  emptied  ...  ... 

2 

4 

8 

2 

16 

2 

2 

16 

2 

For  each  cesspool  emptied 

5 

0 

1 

6 

15 

7 

5 

4 

1 

Collection  of  1  ton  of  refuse 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

6 

1 

9 

8 

Disposal  of  1  ton  of  refuse 

0 

5 

2 

0 

5 

3 

0 

8 

9 

Cost  per  1,000  population — 

Refuse  collection  ... 

445 

9 

1 

467 

18 

4 

487 

0 

9 

Refuse  disposal  ...  ... 

100 

8 

3 

115 

16 

11 

153 

6 

3 

Total  . 

£545 

17 

4 

£583 

15 

3 

£640 

7 

0 

Salvage. 

The  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  salvage  for  the 


financial  year  are  as  follows:- — 

1953  1954 

£  £  £  £ 

800  Wages — Salvage  ...  .  ...  896 

139  Kitchen  Waste  and  Pig  Food  ...  — 

- - •  939  - — -  896 

75  Superannuation  and  Insurances  97 

516  Haulage  .  ...  .  303 

127  Sundries  .  ...  ...  ...  244 

—  Establishment  of  New  Depot  ...  302 

156  Salaries  and  Establishment  ...  134 


£1,813  £1,976 


Details  of  Salvage  Materials  Sold. 


Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  (all  grades)  .. 

.  143 

18 

1 

4 

1002 

7 

6 

Tins  . 

.  23 

14 

0 

0 

66 

19 

0 

Textiles  . .  . 

0 

11 

0 

0 

9 

11 

1 

Rubber  (Tyres)  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

169 

3 

1 

4  £1081  17  7 
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